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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

July 26, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual EBoard meeting to order at 5:10 pm on July 26, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chair 
Scott Mills, Member 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 

Guests: Maisa Metcalf, CLEER Representative 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve Environmental Board meeting minutes from the 
June 2021 meeting.  Sandy seconded the motion, and the minutes were unanimously 
approved. 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Colin noted that the current Environmental Board meeting time conflicts with Municipal 
Court and to meet in person, the board members will need to choose a new day to meet. 
 
VOLUNTEER MEMBER APPLICATION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD: 
BRITTNEY RIPPY    
Brittney Rippy has submitted a volunteer member application to the Environmental Board.  
She gave a quick introduction—she was born in Glenwood Springs and has worked in the 
fitness and restaurant industries for the past 20 years.  She likes the challenge of the 
restaurant industry with the direction of identifying things that need to be done better and 
overcoming the hurdles in doing so. 
 
Questions/Comments for the Applicant: 
Colin explained that the EBoard’s focus is to advise the Board of Trustees on 
environmental issues.  He noted that they are currently focusing on assisting CLEER 
(Clean Energy Economy for the Region) in the implementation of the Climate Action Plan, 
reducing single-use plastic, providing input on the Comprehensive Plan update, and 
ensuring that tenets of the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBOR) continue to be part of the 
BOT decision-making process. 
Frosty emphasized the importance of the EBOR and noted that he co-wrote the document 
when he was on the BOT along with Heather Henry, who is the current BOT liaison to the 
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EBoard.  He explained that the document received a lot of public input and wants to ensure 
that it doesn’t get pushed aside in the current development climate. 
 
Sandy explained the structure of the EBoard:  Colin is the Chair, Mark O’Meara is the 
Town staff representative, and Heather Henry is the BOT liaison.  She asked Brittney what 
aspect of food she is interested in as it pertains to the environment—food waste? Food 
resilience?  Sandy asked if Brittney had a special interest she would like to bring to the 
Environmental Board’s attention. 
 
Brittney responded that she has also worked in the fitness industry, and it is her opinion 
that the health of an individual equals the health of the planet.  As far as the restaurant 
industry is concerned, Brittney would like to see a reduction in waste and overall reduction 
in the impact to the environment.  She noted that there are many issues that make that 
process difficult to get started. 
 
Sandy followed up by asking if this were an area Brittney would like the EBoard to focus 
on.  She noted that several initiatives have been started, including the reduction of single-
use plastic. 
 
Brittney responded that she was interested in helping on that initiative and that she could 
utilize what she learns to teach people better strategies. 
 
Colin asked Brittney how available she would be to attend meetings and to work outside of 
meetings. 
 
Brittney responded that she wants to be a part of the organization and is willing to adjust 
her schedule to attend scheduled meetings. 
 
Frosty vouched for Brittney by saying she is always in attendance at scheduled Chamber 
of Commerce meetings. 
 
Colin asked Brittney to leave the call while the board members discussed her application.  
Discussion ensued for a few minutes. 
 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to approve the recommendation of Brittney Rippy to the 
Board of Trustees for approval as a member of the Carbondale Environmental Board.  
Sandy seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
After a brief discussion, Scott Mills was willing to be re-assigned as an alternate to keep 
the number of members required for a quorum at four. 
 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to approve the recommendation of Scott Mills to the Board 
of Trustees for re-assignment as an alternate of the Carbondale Environmental Board.  Pat 
seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
SUMMARY OF LAST MEETING (JUNE 28, 2021)    
Colin followed up on the June 28, 2021, EBoard meeting and expressed his feeling that the 
EBoard members had had a good conversation with representatives from Cushing 
Terrell—the consultant hired for the Comprehensive Plan update.  He expressed his 
concern at how to ensure that the EBoard continues to be heard and items of interest are 
written into the update. 
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Sandy reminded the board members that everyone expressed an interest in getting more 
involved with the Planning and Zoning meetings when the Comprehensive Plan update is 
on the agenda.  She did note that the biggest drawback is time. 
 
Colin reminded everyone that they can call in for “Persons Present Not on the Agenda” to 
express their views.  He also noted that he would follow-up with Janet to emphasize the 
need to have varied interests on the Project Steering Committee. 
 
Frosty emphasized the importance of this process to the future of Carbondale and asked 
the board members to prioritize it.  He suggested emailing the Planning and Zoning 
Commission with comments for the Project Steering Committee if board members can’t 
attend the meetings.  He added that it was his perception that this process is flying under 
the radar for most people and compared to the 2013 process, hasn’t seen a lot of public 
engagement built into the current update process. 
 
Scott agreed with Frosty and added that if they aren’t at the table battling for the things 
they view as important, there won’t be any change. 
 
Colin pointed out that there is a strategy in place, and he suggested that everyone request 
to be added to all available email lists. 
 
Pat noted that many mountain towns are being overrun with people and there is a 
movement in these places to transfer budgets from marketing to items such as affordable 
housing.  He agreed with Frosty’s comment from the June meeting about carrying capacity 
and suggested that Carbondale shouldn’t do anything unless they can predict what the 
outcome will be.  He would like the community to stop and look at what is here before 
something new is started. 
 
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN UPDATE 
Maisa reminded the board members that she had sent out a .pdf summarizing the regional 
energy inventory.  She added that she is planning on presenting the Carbondale data at an 
upcoming meeting but wanted to separate the residential from the commercial before she 
does so.  She did note that Eagle County consumes almost 50% of overall energy 
compared to Garfield and Pitkin Counties.  Maisa noted that tonight’s meeting will be 
reviewing the buildings tab of the CAP document; Kathryn will review the Energy tab and 
Stefan will review the Transportation tab at a later meeting.  Maisa also noted that items 
under the Waste and Food tabs are not under CLEER’s purview and would be great 
opportunities for the EBoard to pursue. 
 
Maisa pointed out that the Buildings category was a large document, so she was just going 
to point out highlights; she encouraged the board members to review the document on 
their own and add suggestions where deemed necessary.  She noted an additional column 
which is color coded to indicate its priority level based on achievable carbon reduction.  
Other comments include: 

• Encouraging the TOC to lead by example and require all new municipal buildings 
should be designed to achieve net zero 

• The BOT will discuss adopting an updated version of the Commercial Energy and 
Green Building Code on August 10th  

• Battery storage should be in the UDC and allow energy providers to catch up 
 



4 
 

Colin asked where the TOC stood on eliminating natural gas in all new residential 
buildings. 
 
Maisa noted that other municipalities have been faced with lawsuits when they try to 
eliminate natural gas.  CLEER’s preference is to incentivize the use of electric over natural 
gas. 
 
Colin countered that he thought there was sufficient political will in Carbondale to enact a 
ban on natural gas. 
 
Pat commented that the TOC Mayor has professed to being a supporter of removing gas 
lines in past emails.  He added that the code requirements are quite extensive and 
suggested one incentive would be to eliminate code requirements for any new buildings 
that don’t install natural gas lines. 
 
Frosty agreed with Pat and recommended asking for biannual updates on how close the 
community is to reaching netzero goals. 
 
Maisa understands Pat and Frosty’s though process and agreed to check in with Kathryn 
and Jeff Dickinson concerning code requirements. 
 
Colin asked Maisa to keep the board members informed and suggesting adding Pat and 
Frosty’s suggestion to the August 10th meeting topics. 
 
Scott suggested adding another meeting on code requirements because it order to be 
enforced, it must be codified in the UDC. 
 
Frosty moved to recommend to the BOT that as part of CLEER”s recommendations on 
new building as an alternative option to encourage the utilization of electricity over natural 
gas: 1) if a property owner elects to maintain natural gas infrastructure, they must follow all 
code requirements; 2) if a property owner elects to only install electric infrastructure 
(including wiring for battery, solar, and EV charger), they will be able to bypass code 
requirements. Pat seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
Maisa reiterated that the Waste and Food tabs are great opportunities for the EBoard to 
take the lead. 
 
Pat noted that the City of San Diego also has a Climate Action Plan, but they have gone 
one step further by putting a dollar value on the potential impacts. 
 
Maisa agreed that a huge piece is financing.  She noted that the USDA has a Rural Energy 
Savings Program (RESP), and the Town of Carbondale would be a good fit.  She agreed 
to forward the information to the TOC administration because it can take one or two years 
to put in place. 
 
Pat commented that the RESP loans might also be a way to address social equity issues. 
 
Maisa noted that CLEER plans to provide incentives for lower income households for the 
2022 Solarize program.  They would also like to educate more contractors on clean energy 
construction.  She also noted that the Hope for Homes Bill has money in the 2022 budget 
for rebates and training for contractors on new technology. 
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CARBONDALE DITCH SAMPLING 
Mark shared the results of water samples taken from the Carbondale and Weaver Ditches; 
the samples were submitted to a lab certified by the EPA and the State of Colorado.  He 
was pleased to report that the first set of samples yielded no herbicides or pesticides at the 
minimum detection level. 
 
Sandy was also happy with the results and asked why the RVR ditches weren’t tested. 
 
Mark responded that it was a cost/benefit analysis, and the Carbondale and Weaver 
Ditches were the easiest to do.  While He didn’t test the Bolson/Holland Ditch, Mark noted 
that the ditches are all in the same vicinity and are likely to yield the same results.  He also 
noted that RVR did test their ditches in the early years of the development because they 
were concerned about run-off from the golf course.  However, none of the early tests 
yielded any results of concern.  Mark added that while he didn’t know the current practices 
in the agriculture community, he would presume that if there were herbicide applications 
for weeds through the growing season they would show up in the end-of-season samples. 
 
Frosty requested a cost breakdown of the testing and added that he would like the RVR 
ditches tested because he is certain some property owners spray for weeds. 
 
Mark responded that the first round of samples cost $3,000.00.  He indicated a willingness 
to add a sample point at the tail end of the ditch at the end of the season. 
 
Sandy noted that she had a list of what is being sprayed for and will forward that to Mark. 
 
Mark noted that the goal of the sampling was to test for a broad spectrum of chemicals—
even those that are not currently used.  He added that he will post the sampling results on 
the TOC website. 
 
Pat asked Mark about the sewer line expansion at Colorado and Highway 133. 
 
Mark responded that the project has been in place since 2008 in anticipation of expected 
growth—the sewer line was upsized to help eliminate the potential for being overwhelmed. 
 
Pat asked Mark if the Wastewater Plant has also added infrastructure. 
 
Mark noted that capital improvements projects are planned for a lot of infrastructure 
maintenance and expansion.  He explained that these are long-range plans with no 
specific timeline. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 
Sandy noted that she answered to survey for the Comprehensive Plan update but was 
disappointed with the lack of ability to add additional comments. 
 
Frosty pointed out that the EBoard has allies at the Chamber of Commerce who are strong 
voices against development.  He noted the expansion of growth throughout the Roaring 
Fork Valley and expressed his opinion that the no housing option is the only option. 
 
UPDATE ON BUILDING CODES 



6 
 

Pat encouraged everyone to contact the TOC administration to voice their opinions about 
the topics covered at tonight’s meeting.  He also thanked Maisa for one of the most 
productive meetings the EBoard has had in some time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The July 26, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for August 23, 2021 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


